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was evasive and discreet. He denied the right of the Allied
and Associated Powers to concern themselves in what,
owing to their refusal to participate in the peace negotia-
tions, had become an affair between Russia and the Central
Powers alone, a fact which had been virtually admitted
by Mr. Lloyd George on January 5 when he publicly and
Pilatically washed his hands of Russia, should she persist
in separate peace negotiations.

Now that the Entente has refused [to participate]. ... I must
decline to allow any subsequent interference [said Hertling]. We are
dealing here with questions which concern only Russia and the Four
Allied [Central] Powers. I adhere to the hope that with recognition
of self-determination for peoples on the western frontier of the
former Russian Empire, good relations will be established both with
these peoples and with the rest of Russia, for whom we wish most
earnestly a return of order and peace and of conditions guaranteeing
the welfare of the country.1

Though on the whole the Chancellor's speech was one
of acceptance, with qualified enthusiasm, of the Wilson
principles, the tone of the debate in the Reichstag was in
the main one of nationalistic excitement. Kiihlmann came
in for some very hard knocks both concerning the Brest
negotiations and also his whole conduct of foreign affairs,
which many of the Left believed to be Machiavellian and
insincere, while the Right attacked him for his lack of
acquisitive tenacity. Some frankly advocated a policy of
wholesale annexation, not only in the East but in the West,
and foremost amongst these were the National Liberal
leaders, Stresemann and Pukrmann. " The statesman who
returns from the war without Longwy-Briey, without
Belgium in his hand, without the Flanders coast freed
from England's power, and without the line of the Meuse
in our control, will go down to history as the grave-digger
of German prestige ", cried Fuhrmann, turning as he
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